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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

(1) 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 i 4. Applicant's submission filed on October 21, 2005 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

(2) 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

(3) 

Claims 3, 4 and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, because the 
specification, while being enabling for applying binder either to the first layer or to the second 
layer to form the transversely extending seal, does not reasonably provide enablement for 
applying binder to both the first layer and the second layer form a transversely extending seal 
and a transverse seal. The specification does not enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
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pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to use the invention commensurate in scope 
with these claims. 

According to the specification, it appears that binder is applied to one or the other of the 
first or second layer but not both to form the transverse seal 

(4) 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

(5) 

Claims 3, 4 and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 3 claims a second binder feed device for applying to the second layer a second 
binder for producing a transverse seal and Claim 7 claims adhesive is applied to the second layer 
but depends from Claim 1 in which binder is applied to the first layer to form a transversely 
extending seal. Does this mean that binder for forming the transverse seal is applied to both the 
first layer and the second layer? If binder is applied to first layer to form a transversly extending 
seal, how does second binder applied to the second layer also produce a transverse seal. Are the 
transversely extending seal and the transverse seal the same seal? According to the specification, 
it appears that binder is applied to one or the other of the first or second layer but not both to 
form the transverse seal. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

(6) 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

(7) 

Claims 1, 5, 6, 1 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pedigrew 4,675,209 in view of Pelley et al. 5,766,388 and Raterman 5,540,804. 

Pedigrew discloses a method of making a laminate for hygienic articles such as diapers 
comprising: applying adhesive to a moving core stratum in defined areas along the continuous 
core stratum; passing the core stratum through a container to apply and adhere absorbent particle 
material onto the core stratum in the areas of the adhesive; contacting both surfaces of the core 
stratum with brushes and a suction head to remove excess particles not adhered to the adhesive 
areas and which have been deposited on the opposite, thus forming sharply defined areas of 
absorbent particle material along the core stratum; combining the core stratum with a protector 
sheet and cover layer; and cutting between the defined areas to form individual articles (col. 3-7). 
Pedigrew does not disclose applying binder to the core stratum in strips between the defined 
areas of particles before combining with the cover layer to form transversely extending seals. 

Pelley et al. teach that in making laminated absorbent structures, additional process steps 
imclude applying an adhesive to the first major surface to provide for lamination to additional 
layers (col. 2, lines 25-28). 

Raterman teaches that in adhering two webs together by adhesive such as for the 
manufacture of disposable diapers, continuous fine lines of adhesive are deposited along the 
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substrate in a machine direction and a swirl pattern or random fibrous adhesive deposition is 
applied in a cross-machine (transverse) direction on the substrate at intermittent and selected 
distances along the fine line depositions to provide migration barrier bands of adhesive to 
prevent migration of absorbent particles from the cut laminates. The laminate is cut within the 
cross-machine direction bands of adhesive to form cut-off laminates 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the 
method of Pedigrew by applying adhesive to the core stratum to bond to the cover layer, as 
taught by Pelley et aL, as performed in making laminated absorbent structures. Applying the 
adhesive to the core stratum as continuous lines of adhesive deposited along the machine 
direction (longitudinal direction) of the core stratum and lines (strips) of adhesive at intermittent 
selected distances along the cross-direction (transverse direction) would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art, as taught by Raterman, for adhering two webs together for the 
manufacture of absorbent structures while preventing migration of absorbent particles from the 
articles cut from the bonded webs. 

By passing the continuous core stratum through a container to apply and adhere 
absorbent particles to form defined areas along the core stratum, a first layer (the core stratum) is 
obviously directed along a longitudinal direction (the direction along which the continuous core 
stratum is passed) for applying a powder layer continuously and to produce powder layers 
arranged one after another in the longitudinal direction, as claimed. 
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(8) 

Claims 3, 4, 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pedigrew in view of Pelley et al. 5,766,388 and Raterman 5,540,804.as applied to Claim 1, 
further in view Lang 4,715,918. 

Pedigrew discloses that each article can have multiple areas of absorbent particles. 

Lang teaches that in making a absorbent article, the article can be provided with 
superabsorbent material in discrete, separated areas. Lang teaches that the discrete, separated 
areas of superabsorbent material of the article are isolated in pockets by providing areas of 
adhesive which surround the areas of superabsorbent material. The areas of adhesive are 
provided by applying areas of adhesive to covering web to be subsequently laminated to the 
substrate bearing the areas of absorbent material. As shown in Figure 2, the areas of adhesive can 
form a cross-hatched pattern that separates the piles of superabsorbent. (col. 3, lines 1-48). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the 
method of the references as combined by also applying adhesive to the cover layer, as taught by 
Lang, to isolate the areas of absorbent particles in pockets. Applying adhesive to the cover layer 
such that transverse seals, as claimed in Claim 3, are formed between the core stratum and the 
cover layer would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, as Lang teaches that the 
adhesive can be applied to the cover layer to form a cross-hatched pattern that separates the 
absorbent areas and by providing a cross-hatched pattern of adhesive, transverse seals between 
the core stratum and cover layer obviously result upon lamination. 
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(9) 

Claims 9, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pedigrew in view of Pelley et al. 5,766,388, Raterman 5,540,804 and Lang 4,715,918 as applied 
to Claim 8, further in view Heath et al. 5,494,622. 

Heath et al. teach that in making an absorbent structure such as a diaper by supplying a 
carrier layer, applying particles of high-absorbency material to regions of the carrier layer and 
laminating covering layer with the carrier layer, after cutting the laminate into pads, the pads are 
laminated between a topsheet web and backsheet web to produce an article web for dividing into 
individual articles (col. 3-16). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have further modified the 
method of the references as combined by, after cutting to form individual articles, supplying the 
individual articles for further processing, as claimed in Claim 9 and 10, as Heath et al. teach that 
after the absorbent laminate is cut into pads (individual articles), the pads are subsequently 
laminated between a topsheet web and backsheet web to produce an article web for dividing into 
individual articles. 

(10) 

Claims 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pedigrew in 
view of Pelley et al 5,766,388 and Raterman 5,540,804 as applied to Claim 1, further in view of 
Erspanner et al. 2002/0013560. 

Erspanner et al. teach that in making an absorbent structure such as a diaper, functional 
particles for use in the absorbent core include particles which serve as absorbents, odor control J 
agents, fragrances, detergent, antimicrobial agent and the like [0058]. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the 
method of the references as combined for making an absorbent laminate for a diaper by 
providing, in addition to the absorbent particle material, particles of odor control agent and/or 
detergent, as taught by Erspanner et al., as functional particles provided in the absorbent core of 
absorbent structures such as diapers. Providing functional particles of odorrcontrol agent and/or 
detergent with the absorbent particles in the adhesive areas would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, as taught by Erspanner et al., as functional particulate material used in 
the absorbent cores of absorbent structures such as diapers. 

Conclusion 

(11) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melvin Curtis Mayes whose telephone number is 571-272-1234. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Fiorilla can be reached on 571-272-1 187. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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